iSS	FOR MIND WORMS
to inflict pain; and he (or she) likes to do this by reason
of a perversion in Ms (or her) Instincts, The practical
joker is one of Ms (or her) near relatives.
Thank goodness, Fin not a sadist. On the contrary,
I believe that I possess a decent-sized bump of com-
passion for any form of suffering. And if I cannot help
a fenow-mortal who happens to be a bit down, 1 will
take good care that I do not go out of my way to
injure him. So if 1 am saying anything here that hurts
at first, just try to be a little patient. Eventually,
I believe, you will be able to recognize where the good
will come in. If I take anything away from you, I
shall try hard to give you something better in its place.
I believe in construction. Wreckers and junk dealers
are all very well in their way; but we never find their
names in the Who's Who of history.
The majority of such experiences that mould the
conscious conduct in so many ways, and thereby pro-
foundly influence personality, occur in early childhood.
It must not be inferred, however, that when these
repressions take place the juvenile mind is torn by
any conflicting emotions; or that he fights out any
psychical battle in his consciousness.
The repressions of childhood occur involuntarily;
and are accomplished by means of a shock. The emo-
tional reaction that consequently takes place is auto-
matic—mechanical. Not only is there no intellectual
action involved: there is not any conscious appre-
hension of what has taken place.
Now, then, what is the difference between a savage
and a cultured personality ? I don't mean anything
in relation to ethics, but concerning principles govern-
ing social demands upon personal behaviour.

